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HOW MAY I DETERMINE WEHAT IS5 RICHT?

This 1s an exceedingly vractical qnestlon, ind it is not always easy to tell the
difference between right and wrong. It is not nearly so easy as some people wounld
have ns to believe,

We are living in a new era., This is g day when the morsl assumptions of centwries
are being questioned. Every kind of authority is on trisl for its 1ife. It is the
very mood of this age. We are reminded of the Spanish story in which a gipsy wus
asked by a priest if he knew the Ten Commsndments, The gipsy replied: "Well,
Father, it's this way. I was going to learn them, but I heard talk that they were
going te do avasy with them."

As to our subject, HOW MAY I DETERMINE WHAT IS RIGFT?, T propose to discuss it with
practicality to my own soul and to yours. We find ourselves in need of some prectical
and directive help amid the confusion of competing ways to tell ug where to turn.

We have been told cuite freguently to "Do rightl”™ But we have been left with the
responsibility of determining what right is. Yow shall we go about doing it?7 What
are we Lo do when we find ourselves confronted with a qaestﬂon of conduct which
perplexes us? Submit it to one of the following tests: ==

The sensible test,

Suppose that some one should challenge you te a duel. What would you say? If you
had good common sense, you wonld S8y, "Don't be sillyl® As a matter of historde
fact dueling, which was once 2 sericus point of comsclentions honor; was not so
mach argued out of existence as launghed oub. The common sense of mankind rose wp
against it, ssying, "on't be sillyi® Suppose somebody offers you a drink of
liguwor! Don't be silly emcugh to tske it. BEe sensible enough to let alone that
which has abscolutely ruinsd milliens of others. :

The perscnsl test.

Agk yourself the guestion, Will doing it meke me a belter or 2 worse Christisn?
What will this thing do to you personsily? Physieally, i% 1t healtrful? Will it
make your body a clesner and more worthy temple of the Spirit? I chsllenge you to
apply this test teo the induigences you are tempied to permit yoursel! Lo snjoy.
What will be the result on your personsglity? Cen you lie without losing %hat erowning
jewel of life, selfw-respect? Can you chest and still be happy with yours<if? A lady
had & four~year-old nephew who wss discbedient amd then tried to lie out of it, bub
failed in the attempt. A4 little later he said, "I wish I could get over this lying
businessi” The aunt replied, "Yes, people won't like you if you lie." The little
fellow came baeck gunickly with the reply, "I don't even like myselfi¥ God pily us
when we start carrying sbout a self which we secretly despise. There is scarcely
anything more pathetic.

Take your secret ambitions up to the tribumal of your finest znd best self. There
is something in us like a musiciasn's taste, which discriminates harmony from discord.
There ig something in us like a bank teller's fingers, which distinguish trume money
from cowmterfeil.

seeselo thine own self be true,
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou cangt not then be false tc zrny man.
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- I1II., The praciical test.

Agk yourself the question, Will doing it likely bring desirable or undesirsble
results? OSubmit the matter to the test of foresight., Where is thie course of
behavior coming out? Diseipline your clamorous and importunsite desires im the
light of a long leok. Every persoen who picks up one end of 2 stick picks up the
other also. To choose one end of a road is to choose the other slso. Fvery
course of behavior has not enly a place whers it begins, but a place where it
COmES oubL,.

IV, The socisl 'test,

Ask yourself, Will doing it influence others to be better or poorer Christians?
Whatever you do that elevates and enriches the lives of others is right. Whet-
ever you do thet degrades and impoverishes the lives and the development of
others is wrong. Whatever weakens the reason, impairs the tenderness of con-
selenee, obscures the vislon of God, or takes off the relish of spiritusl things
is wrong.

V. The seriptursl test.

Is 1t expressly forbidden im the Word of God? If so, it is wrong for you to do it.
If it is forbidden, even by implieation, vou should not do ii.

V1. The missionary test.

Will doing it likely help or hinder the pregress of the Kingdom of God? Be exceed-
ingly careful mot to do the things that will hinder the progress of the work of
the Lord. ‘

VII. The exemplary test.

Would your hero approve the thing ebout which you are confused? Every normal person
has in the pleture-room of his soul the faces of those livingand dead whe have meant
mach te him, If you are perplexed about a question of right and wrong, submit it teo
the test of your most admired personelity. Cerry it up into the light of the 1ifs
which you esteem most and test it there. Csarry your behavior up inte the presence
~of the felilean and judge it there, Ask vourself this cuestion, "Whaet would Jesus
do if He were in my place?® Ve lmow His attitude, His spirit, Pis disposition, and
the direction of His thinking. In the average situation it is not difficult to
imagine what His reaction wowld be. Apply His principles and you will not have
anny trouble in determining what is right or wrong. Iet the mind and spirit which
were in Christ be in you.

VIITI. The publicity test.

Are you willing to let the world know about it? Jesus once said, "Everyone that

- doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light," TYou W111 always find
wickedness under the blankel of night's darkness, in the black corners of secrec¥y
Beware concerning that thing you are iaking pains to conceal. I you turn hot
and cold when you think of anyone's finding it out, you may be sure there are good
reasons for vour not deing it,
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What 1€ everybody kﬁeu what ynu are proposing to do? Suppoze vour family and

vour friepde lnew sbewt 1t, Imagine it publiecly talked about whenever your name
is mertioned. Pleture it written in the story of your 1ife for your children

te vopd, © Submit it to the tegt of publicz?;a I it is guestionsble, carry

guek conduet ouv into the open 2ir, One who does not guegstion his practices is
not Fearful of publicity. Thines thet cannot staend the sunlight are not heslthful.

™e universal tes%.

Are you willing o have it become a common practice for 2117 Universality is one
of the best tests. Do not take for yourself special favers which you would deny
obthers. Beware that day when you begin to ask for special priwlleces, which you
would not grant to all others.. Would you like o see your mother, your father,
yvour sister, your brother, your companion, your swestheart, your pastor do the

same thing? Would it lessen your respect or admiration for them? Could this thing

be adopted universally withoulb harm Yo society? Suppose the whole commmity d4id

ikewise. If everybo&y acued on the same principle, would it be well for ali?

Rent said, "ict only on thel law wherehy thou canst at the seme time will that it
should become a universsl }aw #  Simply apply the Golden Rule. It says, "Therefore
21l things vhatscever ye would that men sheuld do te you,; do ye even so to them.”
Matthew 7:12. Thst is the b:fnm test. Act towerd others as you would have them
act toward you. If youw are = child of God, then act as a child of God shouwid act.




